Prescribing algorithm (Adapting a prescription)
Please refer to Standards 11-15 in the Standards of Practice for Pharmacists and Pharmacy Technicians for more
information on pharmacist prescribing.
Patient brings in a new prescription

Gather information from the patient to assess the
patient and his/her therapy.

Assess the
patient and his/her
therapy. Is the therapy indicated,
effective, and safe?
Will the patient adhere
to therapy?

If YES
to all

Fill the
prescription.

If NO to any
Determine goals of therapy and potential alternatives to
resolve the drug therapy problem.

Can the drug
therapy problem be
resolved through adaptation by altering the dosage,
formulation, regimen OR substituting
the drug?

NO

Take appropriate action
in regards to the drug
therapy problem.¹

YES
Obtain informed consent from the patient to adapt the
prescription.

Alter the dosage, formulation, regimen OR substitute the
drug as appropriate.

Reduce the new prescription to writing and notify
the original prescriber.

Document the adaptation, rationale, follow-up plan, and
reference to the original prescription in the patient’s
record.

Document all disclosures as per the HIA²
Sections 35 and 41.

Retain both prescriptions (new and original) where
applicable.

¹Please refer to Standard 5
²Health Information Act

Prescribing algorithm (Renewing a prescription)
Please refer to Standards 11-15 in the Standards of Practice for Pharmacists and Pharmacy Technicians for more
information on pharmacist prescribing.
Patient needs a renewal on a
prescription

Gather information from the patient to
assess the patient and his/her therapy.

Assess the
patient and his/her
therapy. Is the therapy indicated,
effective, and safe?
Will the patient adhere
to therapy?

If NO
to any

Determine goals of therapy and
potential alternatives to resolve
the drug therapy problem.

Take
appropriate
action in regards
to the drug
therapy
problem.¹

If YES to all

Was the original
prescription filled at your
pharmacy?

NO

Transfer the
prescription or
If YES
refer the
to either patient to the
original
pharmacy.

Is it reasonably
possible to transfer the prescription or
for the patient to attend the
original pharmacy?

YES

If NO to both

Obtain informed consent from the
patient and renew an appropriate
supply of the drug based on your
assessment.

Have you
assessed the patient personally?
Is there evidence of current ongoing therapy? Is
there an immediate
need for the drug?

If NO
to any

Do NOT
renew
prescription.
Take
appropriate
action.³

If YES to all
Reduce the new prescription to
writing and notify the original
prescriber.

Document the adaptation, rationale,
follow-up plan, and reference to the
original prescription in the patient’s
record.

Document all disclosures as per the
HIA⁴ Sections 35 and 41.

Obtain informed consent from the patient and
renew a minimum amount² of drug. Notify the
original pharmacy.

¹Please refer to Standard 5
²Please refer to Standard 12.2b
³In accordance with the
Standards and Code of Ethics
⁴Health Information Act

Prescribing algorithm (Prescribing in an emergency)
Please refer to Standards 11-15 in the Standards of Practice for Pharmacists and Pharmacy Technicians for more
information on pharmacist prescribing.
There is an immediate need for drug therapy and it is not reasonably
possible for the patient to see a prescriber.

Gather information directly from the patient to
assess the patient and his/her therapy.

Assess the patient, patient’s health history, and
history of drug therapy; consider all appropriate
information as outlined in Standard¹ 14.3.

Assess the potential
therapy. Is the therapy
indicated, effective, and safe?
Will the patient adhere to
therapy? Is prescribing in
the best interest
of the patient?

If NO to any

Do NOT prescribe
medication.
Take appropriate
action.²

If YES to all
Obtain informed consent from the patient and
prescribe a limited amount.³

Reduce the prescription to writing and notify any
regulated health professionals whose care of the
patient may be affected.

Develop a follow-up and monitoring plan; refer
patient to another regulated health professional as
required.

Document the rationale and follow-up plan in the
patient’s record.

Document all disclosures as per the HIA⁴ Sections
35 and 41.

¹Standards of Practice for Pharmacists
and Pharmacy Technicians
²In accordance with the Standards and
Code of Ethics
³Please refer to Standard 13.4
⁴Health Information Act

Prescribing algorithm (Pharmacist with additional prescribing authority)
Please refer to Standards 11-15 in the Standards of Practice for Pharmacists and Pharmacy Technicians for more information
on pharmacist prescribing.
Gather information directly from the patient to assess
the patient and his/her therapy.

Assess the patient, patient’s health history, and history
of drug therapy; consider all appropriate information as
outlined in Standard¹ 14.3.

Consider prescribing at initial access or managing
ongoing therapy.

Have you assessed the
patient personally or have you seen the
patient in the past and developed a
professional relationship
with him/her?
YES

If NO to any

Assess the potential
therapy. Is the therapy indicated, effective,
and safe? Will the patient adhere to therapy?
Is prescribing in the best interest
of the patient?

NO

Is this a
recommendation
from another regulated
health professional who is
acting within their scope of his/her
profession, regularly sees the
patient in person, and has a
strong collaborative
relationship
with you?²

YES to all

If NO to any
If YES to all

Do NOT
prescribe
medication.
Take
appropriate
action.³

Obtain informed consent from the patient to prescribe
and dispense the medication.

Do NOT prescribe
medication. Take
appropriate action.³

Reduce the prescription to writing and notify any
regulated health professionals whose care of the patient
may be affected.

Develop a follow-up and monitoring plan; refer
patient to another regulated health professional as
required.

Document the rationale and follow-up plan in the
patient’s record.

Document all disclosures as per the HIA⁴
Sections 35 and 41.

¹Standards of Practice for Pharmacists
and Pharmacy Technicians
²Please refer to Standards 14.6 and 14.7
³In accordance with the Standards and
Code of Ethics
⁴Health Information Act

